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Table 2 Frequency of item writing flaws in multiple
choice questions

Item writing flaw n (%) n=2770

Ambiguous or unclear 208 (7.5)
information

Megative worded stem 192 (6.9)
{not, incorrect,
except)

Implausible distracters 184 (6.6)

Gratuitous information 169 (6.1)
in stem

More than one or no 156 (5.6)
Ccorrect answer

Longest option is 135 (4.8)
correct

Logical cues in stem 128 (4.6)

Word repeats in stem 112 (4.0)
and correct answer

Unfocused stem 87 (3.1)

True /ffalse question TT(2.8)

Use of all of the above 50 (1.8)

Vague terms 48 (1.7)

{sometimes,
frequently)

Absolute terms 47 (1.7)
(never, always)

Use of none of the 27 (1.0)
above

Lost sequence in 25 (0.9)
presentation of data

Fill-in-blank 15 (0.5)

Complex or K-type 9 0.3)

Grammatical cues in 8 (0.3)

sentence completion
Convergence cues 6 (0.2)




J;mymw‘jr

Medical Education 2008: 42: [95=-206
doi:10.1111,/.1365-2925 200702957 .x

Impact of item-writing flaws in multiple-choice h
questions on student achievement in high-stakes
nursing assessments
Marie Tarrant’ & James Ware”

- J

CONCLUSIONS: Flawed MCQ items were common In high-stakes nursing assessments but did not disadvantage borderiine
students, as has been previously demonstrated. Conversely. high-achieving students were more likely than borderline students
to be penalised by flawed items.
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Often,perhaps,may ,generally,sometimes
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Always,never,completely,necessarily,only,totally,must
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1998-1999 ABIM Internal Medicine Exam Blueprint

Primary content area

%

Cardiovascular disaese 14%
Gastroentrology 10%
Pulmonary disease 10%
nfectious disease 9%
Rheumatology/Orthopedics [8%
Endocrinology/Metabolism 7%
Medical Oncology 7%
Hematology 6%
Nephrology/Urology 6%
Allergy/Immunology 5%
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Just 3 keys to Enjoy Life :
CTRL+ALT+DEL

1. Control yourself
2. Look for Alternative solutions
3. Delete the situation which
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